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	IT governance involves organizational structures meant to ensure effective decision-making and responsibilities concerning IT assets (Shahi, Sadoughi, & Ahmadi, 2015). Generally, the methods of governance usually involve periodic visiting and reporting on IT-related issues, standard-based practices, scheduling of performance monitoring, and field and satisfaction surveys (Shahi et al, 2015). Standard-based practices, for instance, mostly involves employing different frameworks such as the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), Health Information Trust Alliance (HITRUST), and Control Objectives for Information and Related Technologies (COBIT) among others (Calyptix Security, 2018).
Data governance in healthcare is made up of four components: Data stewardship which deals with accountability in data management; data ownership which involves creating data and enforcing enterprise business rules; data policies which is responsible for setting rules that are used by enterprises to manage data assets; and data standards which involves setting up specifications and criteria for creation, definition, usage, and storage of data (KPMG International Cooperative, 2019, p. 4). Collectively, these data governance methods offer benefits such as enabling conformance of data standards, policies, procedures, and architecture. It also leads to enhanced data consistency and connectivity. Furthermore, accountability, transparency, compliance, and integrity among people dealing with healthcare data are also enhanced (American Health Information Management Association. (2014).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Hogue (1993) suggested five levels of collaboration; networking, cooperation, coordination, coalition, and collaboration itself. Based on this framework, business units might be said (or ought to) have the highest level of collaboration. This is because it involves the members belonging to one system, frequent communication involving mutual trust, and consensus on all decisions as defined by Hague (1993). The level of collaboration between business and distributers/external suppliers, on the other hand, is mostly, somewhat level 3; coordination. This level is characterized by the sharing of resources and information, shared decision making, and frequent communication. Between business and their customer, the collaboration level using this framework is mostly level 3; coalition.
Requirements in participation in collaborative communities include; having a shared vision, membership-driven agenda, oriented to the collaboration process, effective accountability, being open to diversity, and seeking to include variable segments of communities (The National Assembly, 1997). Using these requirements as a benchmark, it is evident that my company follows the requirements needed for participating in collaborative communities.
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